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As you know, I am scheduled to meet with Xuan Thuy again Monday 
morning, May 31, in Paris. I plan to use this meeting for two basic 

purposes: 

First, I will clarify the recent ambiguous statements by the other 
side in the Paris plenary sessions concerning withdrawals and the 
release of prisoners. Ambassador Bruce has already asked aboul 
these issues, but I think it is important that the record show that^ 
we have followed up vigorously (and privately) all possible leadi 

Secondly, I will lay out our package proposal which includes our 
r? «+ +oT-mir.a1 Hate for the withdrawal of all our forces 

from South Vietnam as part of an overall settlement; an Indochina 
ceasefire-in-place; no infiltration of outside forces into the countries * . 
of Indochina; international supervision of the ceasefire and its provi- vT r 
sions; respect for the 1954 and 1962 Geneva Accords; and the release {z' . 
of all prisoners of war. * 

This package in effect separates the political and military issues. 

Our presenting it accomplishes three objectives: •• Qr ^ l/ 



First, by moving toward their position of a fixed date for 
our withdrawals, it should clearly establish if they have X , A 

any interest at all in negotiations or if they will continue 
to insist upon the overthrow of the Saigon Government. * 

We should get their preliminary response to the proposals 
at the first meeting, but a definitive reply may await a 
second session. 
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I would like to begin by asking you two questions which arise 
out of a statement you made on April 29 and out of some other apparently 
contradictory statements which have been made to a number of people 
by some of your spokesmen: 

First, you said on April 29 that the concrete proposal you put 
forth on that day was intended, in your words, "to allow the military 
personnel participating in the war to go home rapidly. " Does this 
mean you are prepared to withdraw your own forces? If so, under 

what modalities? 

Second, you and^your spokesmen have made recent statements 
to various members of our Congress as well as to other Americans 
about your readiness to discuss the release of our prisoners of war. 

Do these statements mean that you would agree to release POWs if we 

agreed to set a final date for US withdrawals? 

[Attempt to elicit a response to these 
questions but be prepared after fencing 
to continue your statement. ] 

In an effort to move rapidly toward agreement, the President has 
conducted a personal review of our negotiating position. He has 
authofized me to outline some ideas which we believe can break the 

4 

current deadlock. 

The following package is our final proposal for a settlement: 



